Video Notes: Crisis in Korea
· June 25, 1950 the Korean War began as communists from North Korea stormed across the 38th parallel to the South.
· Korea was freed from Japanese control by the Allies at the end of World War II. The Soviets controlled the North, which became communist. The U.S. controlled the South, which became democratic. 
· The Koreans welcomed all of the Allies since it meant freedom from Japan.

· The North had a vision of uniting all of Korea together again but under its communist control.

· U.S. President Harry Truman was relaxing at home when he heard about the North’s invasion. Truman knew this could be the start of World War III.

· 5-years before Truman dropped two atomic bombs on Japan.

· Nuclear weapons won World War II for the U.S. but had changed what war meant forever. The Japanese surrendered to General MacArthur ending World War II in the Pacific Theater.

· MacArthur was a professional soldier who rose through the ranks to be the most highly acclaimed general of World War I. He then became the youngest chief of staff.

· He was admired as a soldier but arrogant and unwilling to take advice.

· In World War II MacArthur led the war in the Pacific so it was he would accepted the Japanese surrender onboard the USS Missouri in August 1945.

· MacArthur remained in Japan to supervise the occupation and never forgot that the atomic bomb won World War II.

· MacArthur and Truman grew to hate one another.

· MacArthur was again called to lead the fight in Korea. He believed that communism was the embodiment of all that was evil.

· Truman deployed the military in Korea and within days the North was threatening the South Korean capital of Seoul.

· MacArthur went to observe on the front line. South Korean refugees fled from their homes and were retreating by the thousands.

· Seoul had already been taken. Truman was ready to act on MacArthur’s recommendation.
· MacArthur estimated that a complete collapse of South Korea was imminent.

· Thousands of young Americans were drafted and troops already in Japan responded first.

· Everyone thought the appearance of American might would force the North Koreans to leave.

· Many of the Americans had never seen combat. Their orders were just to delay the advance of the North until reinforcements arrived.

· July 7, 1950 the American fired their first mortar shells into the enemy.

· Without air support, the Americans were pushed back and experienced massive casualties.

· Many American soldiers wondered why they were fighting in this alien country as they retreated through marshy rice bogs.

· By the end of July, U.N. forces were pushed all the way south to the tip of the Korean peninsula.

· MacArthur now planned to strike behind enemy lines. He planned to bring fresh troops from Japan, stage an amphibious landing at Inchon, and march 20-miles inland to liberate Seoul.

· On September 3, 1950 the U.S. unleashed Operation Chromite. A huge armada set sail with 70,000 men in the middle of a typhoon.
· The first phase of the attack was to take the island of Wolmi-do, which was heavily fortified.

· The U.S. Navy bombarded the island all night. By the next day the typhoon was over. His men landed on the island in the morning. Then he had to wait 9-hours to land the rest of his men due to the tide. When they arrived, the North Korean’s surrendered to the U.N.

· The U.N. strip searched the men because some had hand grenades strapped to them.

· MacArthur next turned to Seoul and the battle lasted 5-days in urban fighting. Communist snipers held on until the last. Finally, the American tanks rolled down the streets and Seoul was liberated.

· MacArthur pulled off one of the greatest military successes in history. Now he wanted a total victory.

· MacArthur wanted to move into North Korea but Truman restricted him from going 20-miles from the border out of fear that China would join the North.

· Eventually MacArthur was allowed to proceed into the North.

· As Truman lost popularity in the U.S. he met with MacArthur on Wake Island. It was a publicity stunt as Truman tried to gain popularity by meeting with a popular general. They smiled for the cameras but could hardly bear to talk to one another.

· After MacArthur went over his battle plans for an hour, Truman asked if China would invade. MacArthur was angry that Truman wasted his time and would now carry out the war how he wanted to.

· MacArthur now proceeded against Pyeongyang how he wanted to. As the Korean winter drew on, the U.S. saw different fighters fighting on North Korea’s side. The Chinese were, in fact, getting involved.
· Retreat was now the only U.S. option but the Korean winter was brutal. By September 15, the U.S. army passed back across the 38th Parallel.

· MacArthur’s reputation was now in ruins and wanted revenge. He asked for the atomic bomb and wanted to drop 26 of them.

· Truman considered MacArthur’s atomic bomb request. The pressure to use nuclear weapons became irresistible.

· In the winter of 1950 the world teetered on the edge of a nuclear war. The concern was that the Soviet Union also had the nuclear war.

· British Prime Minister Attlee tried to convince Truman not to use nuclear weapons because it could mean the end of human civilization.

· But the tide of the war turned back in favor of the U.S. and bombers made progress again.

· Truman responded to MacArthur that no nuclear weapons would be used. MacArthur had gone too far. Truman wanted peace and no war with China.

· Truman recalled MacArthur. Millions knew of his dismissal before he did. 

· In firing MacArthur, Truman said “no” to all-out war against China but MacArthur was the American hero and gave an impressive “Old Soldier” speech in Congress and retired.
· Korean War dragged on for two more years. 140,000 more U.N. soldiers died including 33,000 Americans. 1.5 million Communists also died. When the peace treaty was finally signed in 1953 the prior border barely moved. The country was devastated.

· China was the only winner because it built up its economy.

· When Truman stepped down from office, the Korean War was his biggest achievement. The war was the turning point in the Cold War.

· The world also understood that in the nuclear age, total war would be to destroy humanity. The nuclear bomb became the new deterrent to total war.
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